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L o c a l  A u t h o r i t y  A r c h a e o l o g y  S e r v i c e s  

  S u p p o r t  i n f o r m e d  p l a n n i n g  d e c i s i o n s  

•  R e d u c e  d e v e l o p m e n t  r i s k  

•  G e n e r a t e  e c o n o m i c  a c t i v i t y  

•  D e l i v e r  p u b l i c  b e n e f i t  

 

£26.3M Public Investment 

in Local Authority Archaeology 
Services 

Generates £302M 
Economic Activity in Commercial 

Archaeology 

£11.48 Return for 
Every £1 Invested 

 

Source: Headland Archaeology (2026), Archaeology in Development Management 2022-23: Heritage 

Market Report for ALGAO: UK. Data relate to England, Scotland and Wales during financial year 2022-23. 

DEVELOPMENT, 
NOT DELAY 

442,761
Planning 

Applications 
reviewed across 

England, 
Scotland and 

Wales

279 
refused, 

fewer than 
1 in 1,000 

cases

20,075
Applications 
(4.5%) had 

archaeological 
considerations

 

2022-23 Pre-
determination 
Recommendations 

4,743 

2017-18 Pre-
determination 
Recommendations 

2,611 

 INFORMING PLANNING 
DECISIONS. MORE EVIDENCE 
BEFORE CONSENT. LESS 
MITIGATION AFTER CONSENT 

SMALL PUBLIC INVESTMENT. MAJOR ECONOMIC RETURN 

Investing in 
Archaeology 

of archaeological investigations are planning-led,97%

• but they only represent 0.22% of total construction costs

of planning applications are refused for archaeological reasons.0.06%

• The role of archaeological advice is overwhelmingly to manage risk and inform development, not 
prevent it

of the archaeological workforce provides local authority advisory services,5%

• yet those services help sustain 77% of archaeology jobs

+82% 


