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ALGAO London Region Quarterly Meeting 
 
Minutes of meeting 14th March 2012 
held at City of London Corporation, Guildhall, London  
 
Present: 
Kathryn Stubbs, CoL (Chair); Diane Abrams, EH; Chris Constable, LB Southwark; 
Adam Single, EH; Liz Whitbourn, EH; Melanie Bell, EH; Patrick Booth, EH; Jane Sidell, 
EH; Mark Stevenson, EH; Kim Stabler, EH (Secretary) 
 
Please note: any action points have been written in italics  
 
1. Apologies: 
• Stuart Cakebread, EH; Jen Heathcote, EH 
 
2. Minutes of last meeting 2nd November, 2011 
• Correction in Item 13: should read ‘Sheen’ Priory, Richmond 
 
3. Matters arising 
• Updates on PAS Scheme (Item 11) and Crossrail (Item 14) detailed below. 
• Heritage Crime and Major Infrastructure Projects will be added as Standing Items 

to future agendas.  
 
4. Archaeological science update 
• JH is leaving the RSA position to take up a new English Heritage post as Head of 

Research Policy (Freshwater and Wetlands). The group would like to note 
thanks for her hard work and contributions over the past year.  

• The RSA post is being advertised along side the vacant SE Region post; interviews 
are scheduled for 23rd April 2012.  

• Two new guidance documents have been published; ‘Waterlogged Organic 
Artefacts’  http://www.helm.org.uk/upload/pdf/woa-guidelines.pdf?1335176502 
and the revised ‘Environmental Archaeology’ guide 
http://www.helm.org.uk/upload/pdf/environmental-archaeology-
2nd.pdf?1335186081. The Environmental Archaeology guidance has been sent 
out to staff and contracting units/consultants.  

• The Ministry of Justice has finished the final consultation on the new burial 
licence forms; the final version will be available for implementation shortly.  

 
5. London HER 
• Staffing appointments have now been finalised. Melanie Bell has joined the HER as 

the HER Officer (HERO) and Patrick Booth as the HER Project Officer 
(HERPO). Hannah Steyne, previously the HERO, has been contracted for seven 
weeks to address the report backlog.  

• There are now nine volunteers with the HER. Projects include updating the 
Registered Parks and Gardens and London Squares descriptions, adding 
Palaeolithic sites identified in a recent PhD thesis, improving listed building 
records and looking at 19th century burial grounds.  

• System upgrades are ongoing for ArchGIS10 and HBSMR.  
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6. Current service provision/impact of cuts  
• CC – departmental reorganisations are waiting to be implemented due to 

management restructuring.  
• KStu – nothing new to update. 
• EH – National Planning Department review structure to be circulated in draft 

form on 16th April 2012 for a three month consultation period. 
 
7. NPPF, Localism Act, PPS 5 and planning practice guide 
• NPPF expected end of March 2012; status of PPS5 Practice Guide unknown.  
• CC – the two neighbourhood planning pilots in the borough are continuing to 

varying success.  
 
8. London Research Framework 
• No news/nothing to report 
• KSta to write to Roy Stephenson and Barney Sloane for an update  
 
9. London UAD  
• The pilot project has now started, and the training of several MOLA staff begun. 

The level of HER involvement and time is high.  
 
10. IFA London Group & CBA London Group  
• IFA London: JS emailed Rob Whytehead and Roy Stephenson for an update on 

the Group’s status, and was informed that although there were plans for a 
meeting it had not yet been arranged. The Group is still mooting a seminar day.  

• CBA London: Sarah MacCarthy at UCL has taken over as the Group’s Secretary. 
KSta to contact Sarah and write for an update 

 
11. PAS update 
• Kath Creed (Kate Sumnall’s maternity cover) has been in touch. An update on 

new London discoveries has been posted on the PAS website and data 
forwarded to the HER. 

• Kate Sumnall is back in post in March 2012. 
• KStu to invite Kate to a forthcoming ALGAO meeting. * see post-meeting update 

below 
 
12. ALGAO feedback 
• Staffing Survey questionnaires are due. 
• New members section on the ALGAO website was noted. The appeals section 

was considered particularly useful.  
• The ALGAO England AGM is 26th April, 2012. Reports will need to be completed 

before then.  
• GLAAS commented on the ALGAO/IfA Standards and Guidance for Curatorial 

Services document. KSta to forward GLAAS’s response to KStu and CC. 
 
13. Heritage Crime 
• Mark Harrison, former Chief Inspector of Kent Police, has been appointed to be 

the permanent lead on the EH Heritage Crime Programme which has dedicated 
NHPP funding. 

• The main initiative is ARCH (Alliance to Reduce Crime against Heritage), which 
is meant to bring the police, CPS and local authorities together with agreed 
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principles and become signatories to the Heritage Crime Memorandum of 
Understanding. Four boroughs have signed so far, linked through the Heritage 
Champions. The scheme will be formally launched in October 2012.  

• The City of London and City of Westminster police forces have been in touch 
for data regarding asset management and protection. 

 
14. Major Infrastructure Projects 
• Thames Tunnel 

• Some planning issues are outstanding, including the status of the 
Environmental Statement consultation. The Phase 2 Consultation has 
been carried out and response made by 10th February 2012.  

• LB Southwark is continuing to object to the scheme 
• It was noted that new searches and boreholes were being undertaken 

across the route and on the foreshore that were not being 
consistently reported on. 

• Crossrail 
• The recent post-excavation meeting was thought to have been useful 

as a round-up of work but that the discussion on how to advance the 
scheme’s post-ex commitments wasn’t well explored.  

• All – comment on note that KSta and JS circulated on post-excavation 
programme proposals  

• It was noted that processes seem to have improved, and that 
communication appears generally better.  

• HS2 
• The ES scoping opinion will be produced 4th April 2012.  

 
15. AOB 
Major sites update 
• AS – The Sugar House Lane Masterplan, which includes 3 Mills Island, has been 

published for areas around the Olympic Park. Proposals include over 1,000 new 
houses; Waltham Forest is no longer updating its planning website; Holywell 
Priory site might be moving as PCA/Mills Whipp are presently monitoring 
geotechnical works.  

• JS – The Roman boat at Guy’s Hospital is ongoing. 
• MS – Convoys Wharf is ongoing with evaluation now focusing on the foundry 

and officers quarters but the planning application has stalled again. The evaluation 
results will be useful in feeding into the new masterplan. 

• KSta – MOLA has completed the first phase excavations at Principal Place, and 
have uncovered Roman burials thereby redefining the northern edge of the East 
London cemetery. A coin hoard was also excavated from the site. 

• DA – The remains of the Sheen Priory at Richmond Observatory are in good 
condition c.200mm bgl and the precinct area is well-defined. There is a lot of 
negotiation to be had regarding areas of preservation in situ, where possible, and 
future designation opportunities.  

• CC – Thameslink work is continuing at London Bridge Stations to strengthen the 
old viaduct arches. The HBR on the station is complete.  

• KStu – A large application has been submitted for the area south of St 
Bartholomew the Great which will affect views, settings, CA issues and 
archaeology; work is starting at St Helen’s Bishopgate in the priory area, which is 
showing an interesting survival and correlation with existing plans; the Temple of 
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Mithras has now been dismantled by Nimbus and moved to storage for 
assessment on the viability of re-use of the pieces. The planning application for 
the rebuilt area and display is being considered.  

• LW – work on various HAR projects is continuing, with new management 
agreements now in place at Castle Hill, Kingston, Hanworth Park, Hounslow and 
in Barking.  

 
 
* Post-meeting update re: Item 11 
• KStu has been in contact with Kate Sumnall, who has been invited to attend the 

next meeting. Kate reports that new finds in London are best reviewed by 
accessing the PAS website (www.finds.org.uk/database) and searching under 
‘Greater London’  

 
 
 
 
Next meeting: 
2nd May, 2012 
English Heritage, Waterhouse Square  
 
Kim Stabler 
24.4.12  
 
 


