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The North East regional group of ALGAO convened on two occasions in the 
past twelve months. The first meeting took place at County Hall, Morpeth, on 
March 12th.  A second meeting originally scheduled for September was 
postponed by general agreement until January 22nd owing to a lack of 
agenda items.  The second meeting was held at County Hall, Durham City. 
 
Successive and indicated reductions in grants from central government to 
local authorities and national parks featured prominently in discussions. In 
general terms staff reductions so far throughout authorities in the region have 
been achieved through early retirement/voluntary redundancy.  
Northumberland County Council recently introduced a charging scheme 
similar to that introduced by Durham CC in 2008-9. The situation for the 
financial year 2014-15 seems to be reasonably secure with necessary savings 
already identified. However things are looking far more serious for the period 
2015-17 and, for DCC at least, could well involve compulsory redundancies 
on a significant scale. 
 
The termination by Middlesbrough and also by Redcar & Cleveland councils 
of service level agreements with Tees Archaeology continues to be a cause 
for concern regarding proper consideration of archaeological matters in the 
development management process and also updating of the relevant sections 
of the HER. 
 
Two major topics at the January meeting were the Roman Rural Settlement 
Grey Literature Project - Neil Holbrook of Cotswold Archaeology giving a 
presentation about this – and the proposed splitting of English Heritage into 
two new organisations and the implications thereof. 
 
On a more positive note, there are now no less than five HLF funded 
Landscape Partnership Schemes in operation throughout the region all of 
which include a ‘community archaeology’ element thereby enabling a degree 
of research otherwise unlikely to be possible.  As regards the PAS, the 
number of treasure cases has increased yet again.  
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