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NEALGAO met twice during the year, at Hartlepool in March and Newcastle in October.  
 
The new PPS5 was welcomed, especially the greater emphasis on pre-determination work, 
and reference to need for HERs though there was some concern at speed with which it was 
introduced and some of the phraseology employed. Implementation had proceeded smoothly. 
 
Increasing use in some LAs of tripartite archaeological condition modelled on that of North 
Lincolnshire has enabled better implementation and control.   
 
The subject of contractor lists was the subject of considerable discussion at the March 
meeting. The degree and range of information required from contractors requesting inclusion 
on lists varies considerably between the local authorities in the region. Standardisation would 
be useful as would some form of approval/accreditation though the latter may be fraught with 
legal difficulties. Ensuring quality of work by new contractors is likely to be a continuing cause 
for concern. 
 
There was general concern about several aspects of the FEP system, not least the failure to 
address the question of search charges in the revised service standard. The failure to consult 
ALGAO regions on the proposed changes to the service standard was also raised. The FEP 
‘pipeline’ failed to function as envisaged. There is also the general problem with FEPs that 
there is no feedback mechanism to indicate whether or not we do not find if Historic 
Environment advice and recommendations have been followed. Natural England is changing 
its priorities for HLS without considering the impact on HER workloads.  
 
Storage of archaeological archives is becoming an increasing problem and will soon reach 
crisis point. Some collecting museums have stopped taking excavation archives. In addition to 
the basic storage, preservation and access issues there is also the problem that in some 
cases an archaeological condition attached to a planning permission cannot be discharged 
until the archive has been deposited with the designated archaeological repository.  
 
The effects of budgetary reductions featured prominently at the second meeting of the year. 
All HE services in the region have been or will be affected to some degree although in many 
cases the details have still to emerge.  
 
 
 


